
s�xc1  rabbi@rabbimanning.com                                    dbhbn ovrct - 5786

HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN

CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY
SERIES 3: 57 - TOCHACHA - TO REBUKE OR NOT TO REBUKE?

OU ISRAEL/BEIT KNESSET HANASI - SUMMER 2026

A] THE TORAH VERSE & PSHAT

1. /t �y �j uh
k
g t 
¬ �, t«k �u W �,h �n�g , �t �jh �fIT �j�fIv W �c
c�k �C Wh �j 
t , �t t
b �G �, t«k
 zh:yh trehu

The Torah verse presents two mitzvot - (i) not to reject our Jewish brother or sister (‘achicha’) in our hearts and minds;

and (ii) to give rebuke to other Jews (‘amitecha’).  If we get this ‘right’, the Torah tells us that we will not carry sin but if

we get it ‘wrong’ we will carry sin ‘for him’.  We will examine below what ‘right’ and ‘wrong’ might mean here.

2.lcckc lhjt ,t tba, tk -  rnta unf ockc o,tba ,t ,uxfk ohtbuav lrsa rucgc(sf:uf hkan)'t·�b«uG rÉ�f�B �h uh �,�p  G Ó�C rhfzv 
 - l,hng ,t jhfu, jfuv rntu /vuuvc cu,fv,rjt vumn /rxun ,jfu, usnkk -  - tyj uhkg ta, tkuratf oat lhkg vhvha

/////  /uka tyjc abug v,t kce, tka - wtcuj vhkhs kg kce, tkuw rnta xukebut iuak vyh vzku /u,ut ,jfuv tku tyjh
 hf 'hbhgc iufbvujhfu, jfuv unf  Q-k·-nh�c.t/,-t o¼�v �r c1t 1jË�f«uv u(vf:tf ,hatrc) cu,fv rnthu /- lcckc lhjt ,t tba, ktlk u,uagc 

u /hsng ,hag vff gusn ubjhfu, kct 'lbumrf tka- tyj uhkg ta, tkkmb,h u,ut ljhfuvc hf 'uk shd, tku lckc u,tba ,uxfk 
uk rpf,u utyj kg vsu,hu cuah ut lk/

 oa i"cnr

The Ramban brings two different pshatim in this verse.  His first pshat understands ‘Lo Tisna’ and ‘Tochacha’ as two

independent mitzvot, with Tochacha being the obligation to rebuke and critique others for their failure to do mitzvot. He

then reads the last phrase - not to bear sin for him - to mean that our failure to give tochacha and prevent future sin will

attribute that sin to us.  Since we could have stopped it and chose not to, we now bear responsibility.  The second (and his
preferred) pshat is that the mitzvot connect.  If someone hurts us, we should not bear a continuing resentment and reject

them in our minds.  Rather, we should give Tochacha - not in the sense of rebuke for not being sufficiently religious, but

as a challenge to their behavior to us. In that way, the Tochacha may bring the parties together.  Failure to give
Tochacha will cause ongoing resentment by the person who was hurt and will bear a grudge.  Thus they are bearing sin

(the ongoing grudge) ‘because of him’.

3. lcckc lhjt ,t tba, tk -vaghu htukv lcckc rnuk uhbp kt ujhfuvkn ahrjnf whv, tk ruxht vaug uvtur v,t ot whp
/ohngp vtn whpt jhfu, jfuv tkt ',unhu gar ygkh ignk vbvfu vbvf sug

oa tzr jbgp rumhe

Another approach emphasizes the need not to give up on people who do bad things and simply wish that they do more so

that they become total reshaim and die
1
!  We cannot give up on others, even after 100 attempts!  

• Many (perhaps most) mefarshim take the Ramban’s second approach2.  Some take the former approach and understand that the

pshat is dealing with giving tochachat mussar to others.  In which case, why would the rebuker bear sin for this?

4.vban /ohnfj iumrc tka vhbre ihca vgumrc vtmuh v,hv vhrzg ic rzgkt hcr ka u,rp  trndic rzgkt hcr ka u,rp ////
!t,au t,a kf vhrsgn vhrzg ic rzgkt hcr ragn vuv hkdg hpkt rxhr, /// cr rnt tvu ?! vhk thuv vrp tsju /vhrzg

/una kg ,treb - vc vjhn tka lu,nu v,hv u,bhfa ka tkt 'v,hv uka tk :tb,
 :sb ,ca

The most obvious explanation is that failure to give Tochacha will, at least to some degree, make the person responsible

of the sins of another which they could have mitigated. On that basis, the Mishna recounts that R. Elazar ben Azaria’s

cow went out on Shabbat carrying a strap between its horns in a prohibited manner.  The Gemara explains that it was
NOT R. Elazar ben Azaria’s cow but that of his neighbor.  Since R. Elazar ben Azaria failed to rebuke him for this, the

sin was attributed to him.  

1. On this point the Midrashin contrast Avraham who cared about his generation with Noach who had 120 years to convince his generation to repent but did not try.  

2. See R. Sa’adia Gaon, Rashba, Bechor Shor, Netziv and many others.
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5. tyj uhkg ta, tku - ohcrc uhbp ,t ihck, tk/
oa hwar

Rashi understands that the sin would be to rebuke in such a way that publicly embarrasses the other person.

6.tyj uhkg ta, tku- kfnu 'ruxht aajk rcsv gdub ot kct /trvuhk ohnfj uaaj ',ushxj ,snk gdub rcsva tfhva 'aurhp 
kg tcrst 'tyj - urhcj khcac aurhp - uhkg tah tku /trvuh ouan vzc iht 'vzc tmuhfu vzv inzc asj unf 'vru, ruxht ifa

!u,unf dvbh tuv oda ubjhfuh uhbp
oa vnfj lan

The Meshech Chochma explains that people are often tempted to critique others for behavior which is not actually

prohibited according to halacha but which does not conform with a chumra or behavior beyond the spirit of the law.

Such a critique is actually religious arrogance and is a sin!  But if a person gives tochacha for a genuine prohibition this
is a mitzva since it will enable the other person to keep halacha properly. 

B] THE ROOTS OF THE MITZVA
7.

               
d �tn 'ohhj .pjvn ,gsv euzhj

The Chafetz Chaim, in his Ma’amar Chizuk Hada’at
3
, stresses that every Jew has the obligation to return the lost

property of another, even something relatively small.  This must apply even more so if someone has the ability to return

another person to their connection to Torah and Mitzvot, as long as they are gifted enough to do so.

7A.us"rv vumnv ubuma thv vhkgck vsctv chavk/// v"rv vumnvu/gubnku tuyjk vmrha hn ut tyujv jhfuvk ubuma thv 
 /uhvkt og ubhs 'hk vn h,kuz tyjh otu tyjt tk hbt ubnn sjt rntha ubk hutr ihtu /vjfu,u rntnc ubnn u,utlpv vz

vru,v ubt ohchhj ,urnvk ks,av otu vrnha ub,nutn ub,kuz cuzgb tku vrnb tka ohuumn ubjbt kct /ujhfuvk
uchavku 

 vr 'sr vag ,umn o"cnrk ,uumnv rpx

The Rambam list the mitzva of Tochacha immediately after that of returning lost property!  He writes that we have an
obligation give Tochacha to other Jews so that we can return them - to themselves, to others and to God.  He also states

that a libertarian attitude to mitzvot which asserts that everyone can do what they wish and it’s nothing to do with me is

‘hefech haTorah’ - the very opposite of the Torah.  This is the ONLY time the Rambam uses this expression in all his

writings! 

3. Published in 1905 as an introduction to his sefer Chomat Hada’at which was written to encourage the many young Jewish men drafted into the Russian army to maintain their

religious commitment. 
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8.vrhcg rcug vbtrh ota apbv ,kmvc a/f ;udv ,kmvc uchhj,b otu /// lgr os kg sung, tk /ba osv kg sungk tka
uvkhmh unkug sctna

 ohause �p c,fca vru, v�ka

The Shela learns this as an extension of the mitzva of ‘Lo Ta’amod Al Dam Re’echa’ - not to stand by when others are in

danger and need our help.  If this is true of physical danger, then all the more so for spiritual danger.  We will also see in
the following shiur be’H the application of the meta-mitzva - ‘Kol Yisrael Arevim Ze LaZe’  

9./i1�n 
t o­
g 
v3k
F r¬�n 
t �u o·
,It ,IǴ�g1�k ,t«­Z �v3v 1
rIT �v h¬�r �c �S3, �t oh ²�e
h3t1«k r¯�J�t rU Àr 
t
 uf:zf ohrcs

One of the general berachot and klalot said by the people at Har Eval and Har Grizim on their entry into the land is the

blessing for someone who ‘upholds the words of the Torah’ and the curse on those who do not.
 

10.�jh �D �J�h �u «uT �ft�k �n �C rh �v 
n v�h �v�h i 
N At 
v k�g«uP �v �u /uh
b«us�t , �s«uc�g ,�ft�k �n k
f �C kh �F �G �n s �c�g �u i 
nCt�b rh �m ,«uh �v�k t 
r �c�B �v c�H �j �,�b h �F g �s �u
h �F /iUG�g�h r �J�t v �G�g �N �v , �t o�gh �s«uh �u o �rh �v �z�h �u oh �G«ug o �v v
bUnCt�C o �t ,«ut �r�k o �vh�f �r �S k �g uh
bh �g �u /uh 
r�c�j oh�k�g«uP �v ,�ft�k �n k �g
h �r �p �x �C v
f 
r �c�k o
b«ur �f �z Ubh �,«uC �r Ur �n 
t �u /v
ft
k �N �v h �G«ug h �s�h eh �z�j�h i�F k �g v
H �n �r t«k �C uh
b«us�t ,�ft�k �n v �G
g �T r �J�t «ub«um �rU «um �p �j

(s vfkv 'z erp vyux hnkaurh) oh �e
h t«k r �J�t rUr 
th �s�h eh �z�j �v�k �j«F «us
h �C J�h �u v 
r«uT �v , �t o�H �e �u oh �r �j�t�k s �N�k �u v
b 
J �u s �n
K �J o 
s 
t /
/oh �e
h t«k r �J�t rUr 
t k�k �f �C tUv h �r�v eh �zCj �v t«k �u ,«u �m �N �cU v 
r«uT �C e �x«ug 
v

yh:d rga vbuh ubhcrk vcua, hrga rpx

Rabbeinu Yona writes that it is not enough for us to be committed to keep the Torah to our best ability. We also have a

responsibility to do what we can to ensure that the Torah is kept and strengthened.

C] THE PARAMETERS OF TOCHACHA

11.c vturk ihbnurhcj vbudn rcs :rntba ?ujhfuvk chhja /jfuv :rnuk sunk, ?ubjhfuhu ruzjha ihbn 'kce tku ujhfuv jhfu,'
 /ouen kfn

:zy ihfrg

Chazal explains that the mitzva of Tochacha applies when we see our friend doing a ‘davar meguneh’ - something
unseemly.  What are the parameters of these requirements?

12. ouen kfc ,jfu, iuakuohrcs rurc /
 zy:f ,hatrc h"ar

Rashi explains that the word and concept of Tochacha in all its applications is ‘bringing clarity’.  Thus the emphasis is

NOT on ‘rebuke’, ‘reprove’ or ‘critique’.  Also, does it need to be verbal or can it be effected in other ways?

13.sg :rnut rzghkt hcr 'htb,f /vphzb sg :rnt ibjuh hcru 'vkke sg :rnt ktunau 'vtfv sg :rnt cr ?vjfu, ifhv sg
 :uars sjt tren i,akau 'ejmh rc injb cr rnt /vphzb sg :rnut htzg ic 'vkke sg :rnut gauvh hcr 'vtfv(k:f wt ktuna)

/[W1�N �t ,¬�u �r �g , �J ­«c�kU ºW �T �J 
̧c�k h º�J �h3i �c�k Æv 
T �t r³�j« c3h1�F h �T �gÀ�s
h t«úk�v] ,U ·S �r �N �v ,­�u�g�b3i1�C «u ºk r �nt´«H �u i º
,
b«uv́h �C Æ kUt 
J ;³�t3r �j1�H �u:ch,fu 
(dk:f wt ktuna) «u ·,« F �v�k uh­
k 
g ,h²�b�j �v3,1�t kUt̄ 
J k �y̧
H �u :ch,fs 'vtfv sg rnts itnk /u,ufvk:ch,fs 'vkke sg rnts itnku `

lnt ,urg ,aucku l,ack :ch,fs 'vphzb sg rnts itnku //kuta ;t rjhu 
:zy ihfrg

The mitzva understands and expects that the person being rebuked will respond negatively, perhaps to the point of
cursing and hitting the one giving the rebuke!  But at what point does the reaction become so negative so as to make the

Tochacha counterproductive?

14. ///// ubkkeh ut ubfha sg ujhfuvk chhj shjhc kct(h"gcv p"x i"r) /
c:jr, ohruphfv ouh ,ufkv ohhj jrut lurg ijkua twnr

The Rema appears to rule like the view that obligates one to give Tochacha to the point of being hit or cursed
4
.

4. See the Mechitzat Hashekel who understands the Rema to rule like the view of ‘until cursed’, but for those who wish to be machmir ‘until hit’!
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15.ubkkeh (th)rntba ujhfuvk ruxt lkhtu itfnu tyujv uc ;uzbha sg hss [dh] t"hu - 9·-t�b  G�h/i-P . Ó�k j1f«u ÉT/k1t  /
th e"x jr, inhx vrurc vban

16.jhfuvk chhujn ubht ukceh tka uk rurca tfhvs hrhtnvu d"nxv ,gs hfv utkcs 'vz kg lunxk ahs vtrbu /e"nx oac oa [dh]
';uzbha sg jhfuvk rhnjvk ubk hs ouen kfn 'vzc ;t ujhfuvk chhujns ohexup lshtf tbhsk yheb t"nrvs hvbu /shznc ;t kkf

 /;uzbha sg hs vjfuvs 'trndc ibjuh wr ,gsf
dh e"x jr, inhx iuhmv rga

The Mishna Berura rules that it is sufficient, and required, to stop Tochacha at the point that the other person is angry.
One can already sense in his psak a concern that Tochacha is less likely to be effective, and therefore to be permitted,

than in previous generations.

17.z ohgrv uhagnc unmg kg tyuj tuva ughsuvku cyunk urhzjvk vumn vcuy tk lrsc lkva ut tyja urhcj vturv
 rntba/l,hng ,t jhfu, jfuvujhfuvk lhrm 'ouenv ihck ubhca ohrcsc ihc 'ubhck ubhca ohrcsc ihc urhcj ,t jhfunv 

 vfr iuakcu ,jbc uk rcshu 'unmg ihck ubhcu,cuyk tkt uk rnut ubhta ughsuhuubnn kche ot /tcv okugv hhjk uthcvk 
 ujhfuvk ost chhj shn, ifu ',hahkau vhba ogp ubjhfuh utk otu 'cyuntyujv uvfha sgkfu  /gnua hbht uk rnthu 

 /ovc ,ujnk uk rapta iuhf ukt iugc ap,b tuv vjun ubhtu ,ujnk ushc rapta

 jujhfun v,t kufh ohnfj urnt lf /tyj uhkg ta, tku rntba ubnhkfha sg ,uae uk rcsh tk vkj, urhcj ,t jhfunv
 k", ,ub,an uhbputyj uhkg ta, tku,t ohkfnva hp kg ;t /ohcrc ifa kfu ktrah ,t ohkfvk ostk ruxta itfn '

ost lhrm lfhpk /tcv okugk ekj uk iht ohcrc urhcj hbp ihcknv ohnfj urnt lf /tuv kusd iug uhkg veuk ubht urhcj
auc tuva rcs uhbpk rpxh tku 'ubnn auc tuva oac uk treh tku 'kusd ihc iye ihc ohcrc urhcj ahhck tka rvzvk
ohcrc u,ut ihnhkfn r,xc uc rzj tk ot ohna hrcsc kct /urhcjk ost ihca ohrcsc ?ohrunt ohrcs vnc /ubnn

 /ktrahc ohthcbv kf uaga unf cyunk ruzjha sg u,ut ihkkenu ihzcnu uhbpc u,ut ohprjnu utyj ohnxrpnu
j'z vfkv u erp ,ugs ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rambam rules that the limit of Tochacha is when the person being rebuked is prepared to strike the other
5
!!

However, he codifies a number of important caveats to the mitzva: (i) It applies if a person happens to see another
sinning but it seems like people should not be looking to give Tochacha. (ii) The person giving Tochacha must speak

gently, with love and without anger in such a way that the other will know they are only rebuking them for their benefit.

It is not sufficient just to say this; the receiver must know and believe it! (iii) A person must be very careful to avoid
embarrassing others, even in private but even more so in public, but in certain very high profile and public cases in

which the sinner does not back down there may be a place to shame them, even publicly.  

18. c«u 1y3, �F �r �c t«u¬c 
T o À�vh�k�g1�u o·
g�b�h oh¬�jh �f«uN�k �u
 vf:sf hkan

19.'okugk vtc jur ,jb - okugc ,ujfu,a inz kfa ',ujfu,v ,t cvth - ostv uk rucha vrah lrs thv uzht :rnut hcr
rntba 'okugv in ,ek,xn vgru 'okugk ihtc vfrcu vcuy  /c«u 1y3, �F �r �c t«u¬c 
T oÀ�vh�k�g1�u o·
g �b �h oh¬�jh �f«uN�k 

 /jf shn,

The giving of Tochacha is meant to make the world a calmer, better place! 

20.tuv ukhtf 'lfu lf vru,c cu,f tct :uk rnth tkt 'vru, hrcs kg ,rcg :uk rnth tk 'vru, hrcs kg rcga uhct vtr
 /hfv hb,, tk :uk rnth tk ',ugyc vguna rnut vhv otu /ahhc,h tku unmgc ihch tuvu 'urhvznf tku ubnn ktua

 th ;hgx nr inhx otu ct sucf ,ufkv vgs vruh lurg ijkua

The delivery of Tochacha must be tailored to the nature of the recipient.  The way one would give it to a parent is very

different to a friend.  By the same token, it must be geared specifically to the one receiving it so as to be effective. 

21.tyujv kt uh,ujfu, ,ucrvk jhfunv chhja rnukf /vtfv sg uz vumn cuhja vfrck oburfz urnta vn - vumnv hbhsn
 vhvha hsf sgjhfunv ,t ,ufvk tyujv curehrcsc ihta jhfunv vtrh ota if od vfrck oburfz urnt ouen kfnu /

uhkg sungh tka ubnn trh,nu r,uhc garu okt aht tuva ut 'tyujv gar ksud lu,n 'tmnb ,kgu, oua uh,ujfu,
eu,ak vumn lf gnabv rcs rnuk vumna oaf vfrck oburfz ornut uvzu /vzf ahtc uz vumnc chhj ubhta 'ubdrvhu

/jfuv ratk ,kgu, tku jhfunk iuke ihbgc vhvha hpk 'gnab rcsv ihta ouenc

5. See the Kesef Mishne who quotes Rishonim who disagree with the Rambam on this and also suggests why the Rambam rules like Rav/R. Eliezer.
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tyujv kt uhrcsc ,kgu, vhvh ot ,utrku cuajku 'vkt ohbhbgc vcrv jhdavku apb kgc kfk cahh,vk ah ouen kfnu
ohgarv kfu uhcvut kf ,t rnua wv hf /trhh tku ucck lrh ktu 'uhtbua og unjkvc ubrzgh tuv hf oac jychu 'ubjhfuha
vzu 'utyj kg ap,b tuv 'vjhn tku uc ,ujnku uchavk ushca hnu /kusd rfa vzc uk vhvh utyjn tyujv cuah otu /shnah

/cu,fv in od ubh,ucr hrcsn rurc rcs
 ykr vumn lubhjv rpx

The Sefer HaChinuch explains that the Tochacha must be given to the point that the recipient is about to hit the giver, but

not so that they actually hit them!  Also, a person must be brave and confident enough to intervene where this could be

effectively.  However, a person needs to assess this very carefully and should only intervene where it could be effective
and ultimately bring shalom.  Where it is clear that the sinner will never accept it, or will become dangerously violent the

mitzva is to keep quiet.

22.tks cd kg ;t :vhk rnt /htbhn hkcen tk :vhk rnt /t,ukd ahr hcs hbvk rn uvbhjfuk :iunhx hcrk trhz hcr vhk rnt
.uj vgrk vc rzju tuv lurc ausev hpn vcuy vsn v,mh tk okugn :tbhbj hcrc tjt hcr rnts 'rn uvbhjfuk - hkcen

 ch,fs /vz rcsn  (s:y ktezjh)oh º�e
bCt́�B �v �u Æoh �j
bCt1�B �v oh À�J
b�t 
v ,«uj́ �m �n3k �g u ¹
T 
,ḩ �u �, �v �u o·�
k 
JU 1r �h Q«u ­, �C rh º�g 
v Q«u,́ �C Ær« c�g uh º
k �twv r �nt ³«H �u
V1
f«u, �C ,«u ­G�g�B 1�v ,«uºc �g«uT́ �v3k 
F k µ�gtka 'uhs ka uh, ohehsm ka ijmn kg ouaru lk :kthrcdk tuv lurc ausev uk rnt /

ausev hbpk ihsv ,sn vrnt /vkcj hftkn ivc uykaha hsf 'os ka uh, ohgar ka ojmn kgu /vkcj hftkn ovc uykah
ubucr :uhbpk vrnt /ohrund ohgar ukkvu 'ohrund ohehsm ukkv :vk rnt ?uktn ukt ub,ab vn 'okug ka ubucr :tuv lurc
ka ubucr :uhbpk vrnt /ovn ukceh tk - ovc ujhn ota 'hbpk gushu hukd :vk rnt !ujhn tku ,ujnk oshc vhv 'okug ka

 ?hukd hn ovk - hukd lhbpk ot 'okug
/vb ,ca

Chazal clearly hold us responsible not to give up on people until is entirely clear that our intervention will be useless.

Even if it indeed that case that these people would not respond positively, but we don’t know and have not tried, we
cannot give up.

23. ubhhvhkcen ht epxs tfhv//// ihddua uvha cyun - ovk jbv hkcen tk htsus tfhv kct /hukd hn ovhbpk lunxc rntsf 
oa ,upxu,

Once it becomes very clear that our intervention will be ineffective, then it becomes a mitzva to keep quiet
6
.

D] WHEN IS IT BETTER TO KEEP QUIET?

D1] WHEN WE MAY BE WRONG!

24. !upudc veuk ohrafc saujv :ahek ahr rnt
 /zm ,ca

There is a prohibition to suspect good people of bad behavior.
7

D2] WHEN WE ARE BEING HYPOCRITICAL

25. !ohrjt yuae lf rjtu lnmg yuae :ahek ahr rntu
 :ze tghmn tcc

We must first look to our own faults and check that we do not have the same flaws before we rebuke others for them
8
.

26. !kxup ununc :ktuna rntu //// kuxp - kxupv kfu
/g ihaushe

Someone who consistently delegitimitzes others is themselves pasul and, indeed, we suspect that they in fact see in others

the very fault which is in themselves.

6. See https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/1169137 where R. Jonathan Muskat speaks about why we hardly ever give Tochacha today.   Rav Mordechai Willig explained to

him that we have effectively expanded the definition of shogeg - the unintentional sinner, and regard those sinning as shogegim since they considered their action permitted (see

below).  Rav Rimon explained to him that people today will become much more deeply offended and the Tochacha will be counterproductive.  It seems that, back in the day, people

had enough self-confidence to be angry with someone rebuking them almost to the point that they hit them, yet later realized that the rebuke was given in love.

7. Note the application of the mitzva of Betzedek Tishpot Amitecha before this mitzva kicks in!  Before a person gives Tochacha they need to be aware of the possible halachic basis of

the other person (eg in minhag or da’at yachid etc). 

8. In the words of Sefer Halichot Bein Adam Lechavero, R. Yitzchak Fuchs (p.52): vrhcg v,utc kzkzn ut tyuj ubht jhfunv if og tkt jhfuvk iht
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D3] WHEN THE OTHER PERSON WILL NOT ULTIMATELY FEEL THE LOVE

27. /W1�c 
vCt�h �u o À
f 
j Œ�k j¬�f«uv W·�t
b �G�h3i �P . †�k j �f«uT́3k �t
j:y hkan

The purpose of Tochacha is to bring love between people and with God.  So we cannot give Tochacha to those who are
too foolish to understand this, or when we are not sufficiently talented to communicate it.

28.ihcn vrue kuy uk rnt 'lhbhg ihcn oxhe kuy uk rnt ot /vjfu, kcena vzv rusc ah ot hbt vn, :iupry r"t :thb,
lhbhg9.rtu ohna hkg hbt shgn :hrub ic ibjuh hcr rntu /jhfuvk gsuha vzv rusc ah ot hbvhn, :vhrzg ic rzgkt hcr rnt /

:rntba vn ohhek 'vcvt uc h,pxuva ifa kfu kthknd icr hbpk uhkg kcue h,hhva 'hsh kg tcheg vek ohngp vcrva
(wy hkan)W1�c 
vCt�h �u oÀ
f 
j Œ�k j¬�f«uv W·�t
b �G �h3i �P . †�k j �f«uT́3k �t /

:zy ihfrg

Even the Tanaim doubted that there were many people in their times who were of sufficient caliber (as with R. Akiva) to

either receive or to give Tochacha.

29. Ub �j1
b�t i­
r 
j �n U ºr �nt«́H �u o·�T �t i�h́ �t �n h­�j �t c º«e�g�h Æo �v
k r �nt³«H �u
 s:yf ,hatrc

30.///ukhpt kufh :[oa] k"zj urnts tv rtucn vzcu /ujhfuna vgac tyujv ,t cuvtk lhrm jhfunvs vzn ubt ihtur hrv /
vjfu, hrva ohhen vz iht vjfu, ,umn oda tkt sckc vbckv ruxht vz ihts ubhhv /wufu k", [vaucv hbpn] uhbp ohb,an

/vcvtv lu,n vtc tk uzf
o,nka tk o,t ohrhfa ot :ojhfuvk tc ubhct cegha [wz euxpc h"ar thcva] k"zrt hrva 'rhpa ubk vkug z"pku
vcvt rrugk uhkg kyun vhv vjfu, ,sn hshk tca osue f"t /wufu ;xtv ,g tk f"pgt ofka ,unvcv otu ouhv ,kugp
yupahu rudk tc sjtv ovhrcs ,bexnfu ojhfuvk tc ousx habt kt rcsk tcaf yuk oda raptu /ovhbhc vujtu
otcu ',uhrcv ,cvt o,uckc ,araun vhv,a ohjhfunv kg ,kyun vkusd vcuj vzu /ohjt oac i,ut vbhf lfhpk /yupa

/e"usu 'jhfuvk gsuha vzv rusc ah ot hbvhn, :[oa ihfrg] trndv ruthc uvzs raptu /jhfuvk ohkufh ibht utk
s:yf ,hatrc ceghk ,nt

We see in Tanach that those who come to give Tochacha (eg Ya’akov to the shepherds) first show their love and concern.

Without this, R. Ya’akov Kaminetsky is clear that one cannot possibly begin to give Tochacha.

31. /ouka hshk vthcn vjfu, ahek ahr rnt /vcvt vbht vjfu, vng ihta vcvt kf rnts tbhbj rc hxuh hcrs
 sb varp trhu ,arp (tbkhu) vcr ,hatrc

One the other hand, real love can often be ‘tough love’ and the fact that someone cares enough to be concerned is a sign
of their underlying love.

32.- ujhfuvk chhj/// /ujhfuvk iht ubnn ouebhu ubtbah ubjhfuh ota rjt aht vhv ot kct uc xd ucka uhjt ,t aht teus 
c ;hgx jr, inhx ohhj jrut lurg ijkua vfkv ruthc

The Biur Halacha rules that a person should only give Tochacha to someone with whom they are familiar and close to -

‘libo gas bo’.  Where the receiver will simply reject the rebuker as irrelevant the mitzva will not apply
10

.

D4] WHEN THE OTHER PERSON MIGHT ACTUALLY RECEIVE IT

33.rcs rnuk tka ost kg vumn lf 'gnabv rcs rnuk ost kg vumna oaf :iugna wrc rzgkt wr ouan tgkht hcr rntu
:rntba 'vcuj :rnut tct hcr /gnab ubhta(y hkan) W1�c 
vCt�h �u oÀ
f 
j Œ�k j¬�f«uv W·�t
b �G �h3i �P . †�k j �f«uT́3k �t /

:vx ,unch

Just as it is a mitzva to give Tochacha to someone who may learn from it, it is a mitzva and obligation NOT to give it to

someone who will not.

9. Interestingly, although this response is seen by Chazal as a chutzpa on the part of someone unable to receive rebuke, the exact same expression is brought as a legitimate response

to hypocrites in (lehavdil) Christian sources (Matthew 7:3-5 and Luke 6:42)

10. See also R. Ya’akov Fuch’s Halichot Bein Adam LeChavero Chapter 2:22 where he rules that someone who by nature is unable to communicate in a manner that is soft and engaging

should is exempted from the mitzva of giving Tochacha.
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34.gnabv rcs rnuk-   ch,fs- jhfu, jfuv jhfuvkubnhv kcena hn!
oa h"ar

Rashi sees this in the repetition of the wording in the Torah - Hocheach Tochiach ie give true and effective Tochacha.

D5] WHEN IT MAY PUBLICLY EMBARRASS THE OTHER PERSON

35. :rntba ?ujhfuvk chhja vbudn rcs urhcjc vturk ihbn jhfu, jfuv :k", ?uhbp ohb,an whpt kufh/////tyj uhkg ta, tk 
:zy ihfrg

Chazal read the Torah as warning us against Tochacha which bring the giver into sin - ie if it publicly embarrasses the

receiver. 

D6] WHEN THE SIN IS ACCIDENTAL - ‘SHOGEG’

36.ibhrnt tku 'hfv iscgs ibhzj tes tbshtvu /ihsern ihtu ihepxn ihtu ihjpyn iht 'ib, :hhctk ihbj cr rc tcr vhk rnt
 - ktrahk ovk jbv /// hshn tku uvkihshzn uhvh ktu ihddua uhvha cyuntku /tk - t,hhrutsc kct 'ibcrsc - hkhn hbvu /

u,au hkftu 'tuv t,hhruts ohrupfv ouh ,pxu, tvs 'hshn tku uvk ibhrnt tk ibcrsc tba tku t,hhrutsc tba tk 'thv
/ hshn tku uvk ibhrnt tku vfaja sg

/k vmhc

The Gemara rules that there are some cases in which is it preferable NOT to tell someone they are sinning since, at the

moment, they are doing so beshogeg, but once you have told them they will continue to do it bemaizid - on purpose.  Such

cases include the breach of rabbinic laws (such as dancing on Shabbat) and also some Torah laws (such as failing to

start the fast of Yom Kippur early - Tosefet Yom Hakippurim). 

37. vmhcc ihh hsf thcnv erpc vz kg ibhxrdsf 'eu,ak uk cuy ihddua ihrcugvu ubnn ukceh tka jhfunk uk rurc otu(/k)

;t ukceh tka uk rurcu ihshzn ihrcugv ot kct /ihshzn uvh ktu ihddua uvha ktrahk ivk jbv t,hruts hruxhtc ukhpta
/hrypn tk jhfu, jfuvs vagn ouen kfn 'vkgnk h,tcva v,utc ,ca ,fxnc jfunsf v,hn abugn ruypa hp kg

 teuus ihdduac veh,av sunk,v vum lfku /,unhu gark uvyhgkv 'ukceh tka iabug kg ;hxuna hp kg ;tu(oa ohtrh p"g)/
 u,nch kg tcv erpc ibhrntsf eu,ak lhrm ihshznc ;t hf 'vcuy vmg ot hf uz ihta rnut hbtu(:vx ,unch)ost kg vcuja 

 rntba gnab ubhta rcs rnuk tka(z:y hkan)W·�t
b �G �h3i �P . †�k j �f«uT́3k �t  :
th inhx ihag kusd ,uumn rpx

The Smag (Sefer Mitzvot Gadol) rules that the mitzva of Tochacha does not apply in most cases where the act is beshogeg

but, in principle, it does apply where the person is doing the sin on purpose.  In such cases, we need to at least try and, if

they continue to do it, it will be on their heads. However, in practice, if the sinner is maizid and will not listen, there is no
obligation to tell them since it is better not to say that which will not be received.

38.ohrcs urntb tka erucbyurn o"rvu h"r okkfcu oh,prmv uh,ucr oac shgva ohzbfatn kusd cr oac k"z t"cyhrv shgvu
tks sg uvk ibhxbeu ibhjn ibcrsc ukhptu vru,k dhhx ,uagk hutr ohrcs vnfc ihkhena vzv rusc kct /o,urusk tkt ukkv
ubhhv hjn tks uvshsk ukhpts rnhnk tfht sugu /iufb hk vtrb rcsvu /hnkaurh arsnc tuv ifau 'shznc tku dduac tk urcgk
o,v hrnts vat vnc erp jfun hfvu /ibhjn htsu utk ot hkcen ht ik tepxn ht kct /hkcen tks uvhhuudc ik ohesc teus
urnt ifu /o,v t,htsf wuf ujhn tku ,ujnk oshc vhva ov ohgar hnb ukkv ovk rnt wuf ihdruv ohchut uhv ktrah ukda vgac

/,upxu,c
k vmhc ,mcuen vyha

The Ritva brings another, opposite, perspective.  Sometimes, due to the blatant breach of halacha, it is necessary for

people to take a stand and call out bad behavior EVEN when it is shogeg and EVEN when the people will not listen.

39.utuc, tka hsf ishc ihjnn iht 'asev kg kujn ;hxuvk vumna ,ugsuh ibht ivu 'vfaja sg ,u,uau ,ukfuta ohab
/iuszc ,uagktuva p"gt 'vru,c arupn ubhta teusu /ihshzn uhvh tku ihddua uhvha cyun :ibhrnt ruxht rcs kfc v"vu :vdv 

tk kct /,jt ogp er ijhfuvk ohcrc rnth tk 'ihgnab uhrcs ihta gsuh otu /ishc ihjun 'vru,c arupn ot kct /t,hhruts
 /ubkkeh ut ubfha sg ujhfuvk chhj shjhc kct /uhkt ugnah tka gsuha rjtn ,ujfu,c vcrh

c ;hgx jr, inhx ohhj jrut lurg ijkua
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The Shulchan Aruch rules that one should not give Tochacha to those who are breaking halacha beshogeg if there is a

danger that they people will continue their behavior, now bemaizid. The Rema rules that this does NOT apply to a

prohibition which is explicit in the Torah (such as eating a treif animal).  In such situation, even if the people will not

listen, a public statement should be made once but not more.  In private, however, the Tochacha should continue until it
is absolutely clear that it will not be heeded.

40.ot kct/// -  kug herupv ukt kct /htretc tuva teus ,ujnk chhj vru,c arupnv rcscs t"nrv expa vns trc,xns gsu 
r"ts tb,c t,ht ifu /ujhfuvk chujn ubhtu 'wl,hngw kkfn tmh rcf xhgfvk ,ukhcb kfut ut thxvrpc ,ca kkjn iudf hrndk

 j"hp- l,hng ,t jhfu, jfuvltbua tuva gark kct /u,ut jhfuvk chhj v,t ,umnu vru,c lng tuvau lcvut tuva l,hngu 
tka ,ca kkjn ut iucth,k ,ukhcb kfut ihbgku /a"g uvhkt ,rstc rumhec t"rdv vz eh,gvu /u,ut jhfuvk chhj v,t iht

/rcsc ihhgk ah thxvrpc
oa vfkv ruthc

The Biur Halacha raises the case of public Shabbat breakers and those who openly rebel against the community by

public breach of halacha ‘lehachis’ - to make an anti-religious statement.  In their case, he rules that there is no
obligation at all to give Tochacha since these people have left the definition of ‘amitecha’ and we have no responsibility

for them.  He leaves as a question the case of someone who routinely breaks a mitzva, but not lehachis.  Most poskim

rules clearly that non-observant Jews today definitely do NOT have the status of 'lehachis’ and there is therefore still, in

principle, a mitzva of Tochacha where it could be effective.

41. /vru,c arupn tuv f"tt ,ujnk m"tu ukceh tka ubk hukd hren thxvrpc kevk gurd dvbn ovk uzjta rcscs ////
oa

Where a mistaken and incorrect custom is commonly practiced by the community who think is correct, we assume that
they will not listen if people give Tochacha.  As such, unless the custom is clearly against something explicit in the Torah,

it is better NOT to give Tochacha. 

42.c,f sxj ,cvt rpx ;uxcu /vjfu, kcen ubhta rjt tkt u,utbak ihtar ihts c,f ,ugs ,ufkvn wu erp ,uhbunhhn ,uvdvcu
ubt ihta vjfu, ose ov ubkmt hf ihkcuk owrvn ,cua,n if thcvu 'ywvn ohgarv ,t cuvtk vumns ihkun cegh wr iutdv oac

/ihxubtf uvk ibhbhhsu 'jhfuvk ihgsuh
jf:c s�uh aht iuzj

The Chazon Ish rules that it is very unlikely that ANYONE is even considered a maizid today since we are unable to give

proper Tochacha.  Indeed people are considered ‘anusim’ - forced into bad practices and we may not therefore reject

them or their behavior. 
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